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THORP DETAILS MURDER CASE UPHELD ON APPEAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, March 15, 2018 – District 27 District Attorney Jack Thorp credits his District 27 staff 

and solid work from law enforcement for the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals 5-0 decision 

to uphold the life sentence of a 25-year-old Catoosa man convicted of killing his girlfriend. 

 

“This is one case where the world could easily have gone on to believe Brooke Kinas strangled 

herself with her own seatbelt,” Thorp said, “but the Wagoner County Sheriff’s Department did 

everything by the book until all the questions were answered, and my staff presented a rock-solid 

case to a thoughtful jury that devoted two weeks of their lives to justice.” 

 

Thorp said the accolades begin with responding deputy, Lt. Kyle Johnson, who responded to a 

call of a suicide in the 400 block of 258th East Avenue on December 29, 2013.  Johnson 

immediately secured the area and preserved vital evidence until investigators arrived. 

 



Investigator Danny Elliott said the moment he arrived on the scene, Addington’s story – that 

Kinas used the seatbelt from the back seat of her car to strangle herself – didn’t add up. 

 

“Everything bothered me about this case, right from the start,” Elliott said, “Addington’s 

behavior, the crime scene, the fact that he’d tampered with so much evidence . . . so we 

questioned everyone and everything, and the facts led to an entirely different ending to a sad 

story.” 

 

Addison told investigators he had helped a drunk and stumbling Kinas into the house after a 

party the night before; and that at some point during the night, she snuck outside to kill herself 

with the seatbelt.  He said he found Kinas’ body slumped over, outside of her vehicle, with the 

rear passenger-side seatbelt wrapped around her neck. 

 

“The turning point was when I caught Addington in that first lie,” said Elliott, who determined 

Kinas could never have entered the house.  “Why would he lie about that?  And if he could lie 

about that, what else is he lying about?” 

 

That lie caused Elliott to arrest Addington on an obstruction of justice complaint.  He was also 

jailed for having a firearm after a felony conviction. 

 

With Addington behind bars, the investigation uncovered a history of domestic violence 

complaints, and the fact that Kinas was trying to break up with Addington at the time of her 

death – which was another point in Addington’s appeal.  The appeals court determined evidence 

of past abuse was admissible in a domestic murder case. 

 

Assistant District Attorney Joy Mohorovicic, now a deputy attorney general with the Oklahoma 

Attorney General’s office, led prosecution of the case.  She brought in witnesses who testified 

that they were shocked when they learned Kinas killed herself.  Addington’s appeal stated the 

witnesses’ testimony deprived Addington of a fair trial, but the appeals court determined they 

helped jurors to understand Kinas’ mental state leading up to her death. 

 

The appeal protested a total of eight issues, including testimony from an expert crime scene 

witness.  Everett Baxter, a crime scene reconstruction expert who testifies in cases nationwide, 

affirmed Investigator Elliott’s opinion that the evidence at the scene conflicted with Addington’s 

claims that Kinas strangled herself.  The appeals court determined Baxter “limited his testimony 

to inferences drawn from the physical evidence which, in turn, informed on the issue of the 

victim’s manner of death.” 

 

In one of the most dramatic moments of the two-week trial, defense attorneys argued that it was 

physically impossible for a shirt found at the scene to be used as the murder weapon.  Thorp 

twirled the shirt into a rope, walked up behind Mohorovicic seated at the prosecution’s table, 

swung it around her neck and squeezed tight, demonstrating that it was possible to strangle 

someone with the shirt. 

 

Thorp said he made a spontaneous decision that took everyone by surprise. 

 



“Everyone remembers that defining moment in the OJ Simpson trial, when Johnny Cochran 

famously said, ‘If the glove doesn’t fit, you must acquit,’” recalled Thorp.  “We couldn’t leave 

the jury wondering if this was one of those moments, so I decided to prove the evidence did fit 

our prosecution of this case.” 

 

Addington was tried by a jury and convicted in Wagoner County District Court of first-degree 

murder, in violation of 21 O.S.Supp.2012, § 701.7(A).  The jury recommended a sentence of life 

in prison, and District Judge Darrell Shepherd sentenced Addington on June 9, 2015.  Under 21 

O.S.2011, § 13.1, Addington must serve 85% of the sentence imposed before he is eligible for 

parole. 

 

District 27 is comprised of Adair, Cherokee, Sequoyah and Wagoner Counties. 


